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EXTRACTS FROM A VALEDICTORY POEM 


We have be kindly with the MS. oi \ ctory P 
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No prayer-bell ever premature ly broke,— 
Who, lulled by night-thoughts as sublime as ¥ 


No cela ‘ strains from bacchanalian tongu 
No soft va iio, from the muse of blows, 
K’er roused indignant from serene re pose 5 
A firighte d,. li st voul windows, in the ment, 
Might transmit something we | wel than il ht — 
Not ye, whom midnight cry ne’er urged to run 

In search of fire, when fire there had been none ; 
Unless, per hance, some pump ol hy 1y-mound threw 
Its bonfire lustre o’er a jolly crew :— 

None! none but ve, whom Fate’s malignant spell 
Bou d within ear-shot of a college be ll, 

Who’ve suffered from a student’s tricks,x—or worse. 


Explored the shallows of a student’ purse,— 
Can tell the love of fun.—the wayward mood 


Phat marked and 


. ‘an ; . . ‘ 
For still, since Education first be ran 
To trace distinctions between brute and man.— 


since se hools and colleges came into vogue, 


And student was synonymous with rogue— 
Since fallen \pollo, on Admetus’ plains 

Kj inst ul dertook to school = hes ‘ali n swans, 
Or Aristotle with his jovial bl 

Talked, walked 

since th Faleri in Camillus’ day, 

Who thought hi yo ithiful pupil to bi trav. 

Was stripped and fetter d by that son of Rome 
And by his own 


Till now that suffering Greece, in our own time Ss 


; 
, and mused in academic shades.— 





1 flock flogged safely home :— 


Saw her brave students trom the farthest celine 


Return to tight tol home and liberty :— 


Students have been,x—as they shall ever be, 
’ 1 | 

While liberty and learning still keep pace— 

‘l hi sai wild, frank, Warm-hearted, care le race, 
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still mark Learning’s voungling brood 
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CONVERSATION. 


Si malé loquéris 


Aut dormitabo, aut ridebo 


CHARLES JAMES Fox, on the memo! ble occasion of hi 


upture willl Mr. Burke, vowed his incere sorrow at the 
toss he must usta. ‘Hy’ said he, *] con det all that | 
ave learned by study, by reflection, nad ny the conversation 
of oiher men, and put it im one sé le, and what I have learned 
DV the conversation ol Mr. 3 irke, ame put itin the other 
scale— | know not to which de the balance would decline.’ 
Sucli was the esteem in which this gifted statesman held the 
advantages of masterly, intellectual conversation : a conver- 


sation drawn from the most extensive reading, and the most 


profound thought, and the most delicate sentimet t; a conpvere 
sation which taxed the e1 nt culties of Johu nn 

It is strange, that what men do every hour, so few should 
learn to do well. lt is very strange, that with such brilliant 


recorded tesumony to the worth and beauty of the art of 
conversation, as 1s constantly force qd on us in books. new and 
old, it should engage so slight a portion of regard and study. 
from those who at compassing sea ind land, to add to 
their knowledge, to strengthen their reason, to sharpen thei 
perce puons. li seems to be a tacit conve ntion among chol- 
ars, that ther learning and wisdom shall not intrude upon 
their common intercourse. Th y appear to amuse them- 
selves with an incognito like that which kings have some- 
times assumed,—hiding the badges of royalty beneath the 
sown of the mendicant, and ever on the watch lest their rank 
be bets ived, by thre sparkle ol a gem trom under ther rag 

In oul unhappy tunes, a ge tl man chooses his p rlot talk, 
as he does his table wines, heht and che ip. Complime nt 
must be unnx ining, or it Is not compliment. The province 
ol courtesy is disunct trom the provinces of the unde rstanding. 
The drawimg-room is intended w kindne , aS a Sabbath ol 
rest to the exhausted intellect. und if nothing occurs to us 
but common sense, we may be sure we shall best consult oul 
own reputation, DY playing dummy. Indeed, none pow 
make pretension to the name of agreeable companions, but 


those blessed with the rare accomplishment of giving dignity 
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10 folly, and an elegant consequence to trifles. When and 
where these articles of exclusion were signed, that lay the 
ban of fashion on every thing which approaches an exhibition 
of mental power, we are ignorant; we have only to lament 
the fact. 

Conversation should have a pec uliar value to the man ol 
letters, as a sort of private, preparatory rehearsal of his 
OpInONns, before he sends them out to the public 5 and not 
only is hie able to judge of the i lores by thr impression made 
on his friend, but his conceptions get a reality, a lile, a glow, 
in the eloquence to which he is unconsciously wrought, by 
his desire to recommend his own views to the reason and 
imagination of another. Any one who will attempt the eX- 
periment, will be amazed, to find how his thoughts on any 
subject are cleared and multiplied ; to see what troops of 


arguments and analogies start up unbidden in the exeitement 


of conversation, for the defence of his sincere opinions 3 
“ipsa suas murantur Gargara_ messt Na ‘Talking,’ said 
Bac ‘ kea a read ? | | wanwod 
sacon, ‘makes a ready many’ it dos ilso, wisely managed, 
make a wise man. And nobody was more diligent to im- 


prove, or more worthy to ext mplify its uses than the immor- 
tal ch mice llor, of whom it Is re corded by IY incis O borne, 
that “in all companies he did appear a good proficient, i 
not a master, in those arts entertained for the subject of every 
one’s discourse. His most casual talk de serveth to be writ- 
ten. Lhave heard him at one time entertain a country lord 
in the proper terms relating to hawks and dogs; and at 
another outeant a London chirurgeon. Nor did an easy 
falling into arguments appear less an ornament in him. The 
ears of his hearers received more gratification than trouble, 
ind were no less sorry when he came to conclude, than dis- 
pleased with any who did interrupt him.” 

Many times each day are we offended by the transgression 
of some of those proprieti« s in conversation, which are always 
beautiful in those who observe them, and the perception and 
practice of which need only a little attention, and the exer- 
cise of the same good taste in this, as in the other embellish- 
ments of life. Why should the art of music be so sedulously 
cultivated, while this natural music of food sense, and cood 
feeling, to which God has tuned our system, is never taught 
and seldom learned ? No song or viol ever touched the 
oul, like a word fitly spoken ) 
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On would suppose, that at coliere, where are collected 

the young during the great process otf education, where 
propriety is put to the rout, and the monotony olf lite 

] Ve DY the garelty and elastic temper ol our minds, con 
versavion Would take its tone trom th iortunate circume- 
tances; that because of our buovant pirits at would be 
lively 1d because of our pursuits, int ectual. But no— 
even here, the einbargo ts | d upon tn rreat taples of 
aiscout . the doctring contained DoOOKS, th pyect ol 
our Gat study. thie - rLytile question ol taste, the cu ) 
speculauions of philosophers, the affairs and conduct of men 
in history, ancient and modern, dead and living—all these 
are conu iband, rd ab ants iced t all mito our talk, must be 
smuceled under some discuyse o} wit, or io thre bustle ol con- 
tenuion. To avold pedantry, we banish le rning ; to avoid 
vanity, we discourage US. All must be free, « jual, mer- 
ry, commonpiace. It is ill for the interests both of leat ig 
and inmendship, that our imtercourse iould not be regulated 
by larger pt cip t th perio ol generous tee ind 
candid yudcement Could we et over our dread ol o 
ber, and ive avy r range to our conversation, it might 
be an advantage io Uu il, and conter on mnie a per ihial 
lavor. Accord oO tin pre ( order of things, those 
very scholars who most need tl relreshing influence of 
hilarity and kindness, are the individuals most likely to be 
excluded from its enjoyment. There j Irequently a student, 
whose labors and cares tocline him to despondencv. W hil 
he is toiling to supply the defects of nature, o1 to overcome 


the dis dy uitages ol ¢ rly years, reu ved irom those who 
wert accustomed to cheer is exXel ; by their tendel 


regard. his fine affections are running to waste. He seek 


the ial circle : but he cannot readily catch the tune o’ the 
time: he knows not how to assume thew gav demeanour. 
and circulate in his turn the current scandal; his serious 
looks and words sour upon the ! dainty tomachs, and they 
manifest their wearmess ol In presence. Hi perceive 


that he is not welcome, and he goes back with one mort 
dis ppomtment, sad and lonely to his chambx 

We do not wish to be mistaken. Wi re attached, bevond 
measure attached, to the habits of college fellow Mp. Wi 
ove the jokes, stories, laughter, songs. We love the health 


« 
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culation of opinion, the frank declaration of sentiment that 


preval We admire the ind pendence of name and form 
wineh L part of the character of students. ‘There is no 
respect ol persons, no bowing nor cringing to rank or fortune. 
At) thi S nobie, and it is D use We ee here the elements 
ol so excellent a somety, that we are anxious to have them 
mingled and ilttempered to a perfect Composition. 

We are far from desiri iz to see established that order of 


argumentative Captious talking, which obtains oct ionaily m 


certain Cire les. A inan must be ¢ retul that he advance no 


new or strange doctrine ; careful that he let fall no casual re- 
mark, whose wit, he thinks, will atone for the faults of its 
logic. ‘These detenders of the truth are in immediate alarm 
lest his imnocent jeu-d esprit be the source ol pernicious 
error. He is vague,—he imust ¢ xplain,—reduce his brilliant 
conceit to weir poor capacities 5 he must be hunted down 
with deductions, he must be tossed on the horns of a dilemma, 
and finally lett crushed, like 'T rpela, beneath the shields ol 
his antagonists. 

When in future years we shall be ( ttered, each to his 
eparate office and plac e, some lar, some near; when trom 
that distant hour we shall look back upon thi period of ou 
youngest, perhaps ou best d 1VS, what will be the prominent 


trait which will give them thew character nm our memories ? 


on what will our recolléetions most strongly fasten, as they 
puss in review before us ¢ Not, | think, on the deve lope ment 
ol mind, that accompant d then )! I Ss; more astonishing 
changes will have then been wrought in our « ipacity and hab- 
its of thought, than were here ettected. Not on the conse- 
quence and honor which the y saw acquire 5 intervening 
years of action will have made us forget the incipient dignity 
of Academic life. But we shall think of them as the day 
when we used to have thos« pleas nt meetings of trends and 
companions—those litte assemblies, rich with the treasures of 


t 


the imind and the heart, that wert pour d out in the warmth 


of intimacy and the flow of conversation. 


‘Ah, Ber 


Sav how. or when. 


Held at the Dog, the Fish, the Tunne 
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Where we such clusters had. 
As made us nobly wild, not mad ; 
And yet each verse of thine, 


Out-did the meat, out-did the frolic wine.” 


We shall then be sorry, that these golden days of free and 
hearty love, were no better husbanded. We = shall lament 
that we were so prodigal of unreturning opportunities, unval- 
ued friendship. We are able now to store up comfort for 


l 


coming time. Every hour now spent in the exchange of 
manly thought, and cordial feeling with our chosen ac quain- 
tance ; every hour that we rescue from shallow gossip, and 
crowd with the true conviviality of intelligence and affection, 
is a noble contemplation re served to tuture years. It isa 
fa’ picture, whose colors age will mellow, not obliterate, 
and on which the eye will repose with satisfaction, when sur- 
rounding objects shall touch feebly our fading perceptions 


EVENING MEDITATIONS 


How bright and pure those moonbeams fall 
Upon the glassy lake, and with a touch 
More potent than the chemist’s stone, 
Transform the liquid element 

lo molten gold. The lofty trees 

Cast their dark shadows far below, 
And each bright silver star seems torn 
From its own heaven, to make beneath 
Our feet another heaven as bright : 

Yet how deceitful is that calm— 

How like our own deceitful life ; 

There al! is pleasing ; gayest hope 
Spreads out her fairy scenes 

Decked in the brizhtest hues— 

Away with doubt! Eager we plunge 
Into the waves, which yield, * not fou 
“ But where they mean to sink u 

But still how calm art thou, O lak 
How beautiful ; and I could gaz 
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KEY TO VIVIAN GRE) 


it is not likely to do them any good; and th philanthropic 
and benevolent will of course purchase the Key, in order to 
forward the attempts of those who labor to eX pose malice. 
This method of puffing Is getting quite into vogu -—and in- 
deed we strongly suspect that a certain very powerful and ex- 
ceedingly satirical notice of our own labors was written by 
some kind friend to introduce thé work to the notice ol the 
public. 

But this Key, though it may be interesting to the immed 
ate circles round about London, cannot be very much so to us, 
who know no more about the noble personage s alluded to, than 
we should about the nobility of the Moon,—il there are any 
noble Ss the re. The relore ve ce termine d to write a Ke \ our- 
selves, which should supersede the Ke y to Vivian Grey. ~ This 
being determined upon, the next thing was to find a book tor 
which to write a Key. We thought at first we should be 
obliged to write one. But after long self-communings we final- 
ly determined to pub isha Ke y to Nahant, which we are now 
going to present you with. It will probably make the fortune 


name of the writer, but by pu r ft characters which 
he has obscurely outlined, or alluded to! 

Now Lhe direct effect of thi is of course to make every 
one ce sirous to see this person | but exceed oly fiine work ¢ 
all vounge ladies of fashion must of courss pour has t. because 


on SO oC NES OS SS _, 
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> 1 
of the Harvard Register and its publishers; whom we prom- 
ise not to call upon tor any poruon ol thie profits, unless thi 
number passes through more than fifteen editions, 


KEY TO NAHANT, OR THE FLEURE OF OUVENANCI 


Most of those readers, into whose hands tl may fall, and 
particularly those whose memory it ) iped, \ re- 
member that some months ago, a n volume, with the title 
of Nahant, was tsst Pina Very iperiot tvle, as it regards 
its mechan il execution,.—to the very creat gratiication of 
the ré ding public. but to il mechanical execution, 
though to be sure it rathe iperior to thne literary. we 
shall Say nothing. The oniv circumstance, to wich at pres- 
ent we intend to allude, is the introduction of highly re pec- 
table priv ite characters, undet hchtiou names. Th 
illiterate vuleat probably thought that Cicero, Demosthents 
and others mentioned in the above work were really 
Nahant when all th) took place. Th we hold to be an 
error. So far trom upposin that these entlemen were 
re ully there, In propris persone we have the best pos ble 
authority tor saving, that they never dined ther in then live ’ 


Now we will unmask without merey a person who attempts 
to practise SO palpable al Inpo iWon upon the public, and 


show who the persons aesignated unde the above letters 


really are. 
*Demosthens : Vr. —————— 
tC icero - ‘ ‘ i . Mr. P**** 
tLysias i Mr. ————+ 
Apollo i ~ ar. 
Venus j _ ; Miss ——~ 


*Tt has been-confidently assert that Mr. H—— M—— is the 


rentieman epres ( under t ! ne: but we are positively 
gure thut it is no other than t ntended in this blank. whic i 
our reader \ ( ) [ T ying 
+ The edit t the Harvard Keister | the person here a 
luded to, as hus been strenuo iough erroneot V ertec 
I’ re i A ’ ustike ere 
If t ’ 1 } i oy ‘ ; re 
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that there are necessarily strong temptations which few have 


ufficient firmness wholly to resist. The re are evils too 
deeply rooted to be soon eradicated, manners and customs 
which have come down to us from our fathers, partaking ola 
mixed chareeter, though doubtless the amount of the good in 
college fas surpasses that of the bad. But it may be that 
some unpleasant things are needtul to the well bemg of om 
* litthe world,” somewhat in the same manner as sin is neces- 
sary in the greater world around us 

But perhaps we have gone too far in ast ribing so much to 
the first days in college. Ws may not think deeply on se 
rious things. The pe rplexities which are conti ually trou- 
bling us, those feelings incident to us as strangers to the cus- 
toins of the society we have entered, the novelty of the thing, 
with various other circumstances, m 1) distract our attention, 
and keep the mind from dwelling on melancholy truths ; 
while those brilliant honors, those happy hours, with which 
our young hopes and imaginations are decking the future; 
the elysimm which our sanguine expectations create within, 
may kee p out all fearfulness, and banish for a while the low- 
ering clouds of disappointnent and sorrow. We may say 


at this time with the poet, 


kT} } } 

Then e the tin tis kindnes 
Nhat speeds tl ‘ ed feet t 

Thy pie res stay rot th the pa 


CAMBRIDGE LYRICS 


Murcer tavis edité il 


Dy aR GEORGI cescended rol 1 ie, 

Wher pee and lords their names combine 
To raise herald cloryv— 

Come listen, while | point the w 

fn which each son of Harvard 


A “true and pleas ry 


Cambridee Lyre: - 


He who desires to be a big- 
Bug 


— 9 


rattling m a natty gig, 
Vo-top, or chaise, or tandem, 

Cuts corners with its glowing wheel. 

And while his brains and body reel, 


His steeds dash on at random. 


While one, on fame alone intent, 


1 nt 


Seeks to be chosen presi 
Ot clubs, or a class-ineeting 3 

Another, in his study chair, 

Digs up Greek roots with learned care— 


| npalatable eauing. 


There is, who, strange to say, delight 
In moistening days and likewise nights 
With Claret, Port, and She rry, 
Rex lined at ease upon his bed, 
Cigar-clouds rolling o' I his he ad, 
He gently waxes merry. 


Another joins the Harvard Corps, 

And struts in arms ne’er seen before 
When his assessment paid is, 

Admiring military life, 

The rattling drum, the thrillmg fife— 
Sounds hated by the lad 


Unmindful of his loving chum, 
The sportsinan stays awa) from home 
Beneath the chilling sky 
Whether his dog a woodcock starts, 
Or partridges of luscious parts, 
With whirring feathers fly. 


lor me, within the grove’s cool dell 

Praising bad jokes with “ fair,” “ e’est belle.” 
And toasting belles much fairer ; 

| pend the day in mirth or song, 

And also use as agrément, 
Punch dashed with old Madeira. 


Q. H. F. ji 
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SO 


by no means calculated for thet K ine had undertak ns bein 


noted tor his avarice nd cruelty, qd oatter having peen eX- 
communicated b the chur e lett the pre vince. On the 
27th August 1640, the 1 rates and ministers met and 
cho Vir, Hem 1) te t President of the College. 
Th nowt ot stucte requir | for admission into the { niver- 
SiL\ it thi uu , W With the ¢ cep ) ol mathematick , al- 
most reat tthe present day. It necessary for an 
applicant to be ble to read any cl ( | author into English,” 

ad readuy make a spe ik true Latin. and write it nm vers 
as well as pro : 1d * perlectly to decline the pal idigms of 
nouns and verbs in the Greek tongue.” Whoever could 

ynply with these requisitions was admitted, and received a 
copy ol th ws, whieh tie \\ obliged to transeribe and 
preserve. It was the duty of the President * to in pect the 
manners of the students, and unto his mornme and evening 


prayers, to join some exposition of the chapters which they 
read from Hebrew into Greek, from the Old Testament 
Wyott morning, and out of Kgl h into Gree x. from the 
N W Te stument im the evening.” The resident fellows were 
"Tuto to the classes, and instructed them In Hebrew, ss ind 
led them through all the liberal arts before the four years 
were expired.” Beside th struction, the scholars had 
regular declamations on Fridays, and public disputations ev 
ery Week, al which the President ind Fellows presided. For 


three weeks during the month of June, the graduates of the 


yeal iuttended in the recitavlon room on \l mnday and Tue S- 
days, subject to the examination of ail who chose to visit 
the n The se were cailed the Sittin yt thie Solstice . or thie 
Week of Visitation. 

Commencement at first, tool pla e on the econd Tu sday 
1 August, when the candidates for the first degree * held 


their act public kly at Cambridge.” The exercises consisted 


in part of salutatory and valedictory orations, which were writ- 


ten in Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. It was customary also for 
the President to deliver a Latin oration. But by far th 
creater part of the perlormances appear to have been dispu- 
tations. At the close of the day, in a manner similar to th 
present, the President conferred the degrees. 

President Dunster continued in office until 1654: whe 
ecoming * entangled in the mazes of Anabapti m,” he was 
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Mo brave i? dangel | )) bing teht 
kK ch army stood of lit ry m ht; 
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His eye around triumphant a 
"The battle ground survey ’ foes : 
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How stern the hero look: hich the ball dic 
Let none hie my \ r tried mnpea 
Should | aelayvy the | io t i peech” 
Let it be warned,” a youthtul St r cri 
No peech here, but let the te yt rese 
Through Ww irlike crows t devio \ \ } 
And hHins advancing meet ady Cl | 
* Over the fence!” from rank to rank r 
Acro the rampart m ny i hes » boun 
But sine. Apo y! 1 « n rnol re 
Ko: Mars L\dVvarne ‘torew the at bel 
Meantime the Seniors, on th daer J 
Upon the strife sublime, intentive ZO 
Secured trom blo by elevation high, 
The fight they viewed with Y plane ey 
Save tere and there a veteran soldier stood 
A noble darer tor the F res! en’ ood 
But ah! I vainly strive I could not tell 
W} tnngenty herot on the gree \ a i 
Who | st. who won the honot I that ¢ 
Q) limped ila ! il rious 1\ 
1 cou 1 not tell— ch k might well req 
A Milton’s erandeur and 1 Hom re 3 
A rx nol foolscap, bunch of oOOseq ) 
Would scares flice to the batt I 
Hi Vimanyi ons Wo Wak, Ho Wal 
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Ye muses, tell le who,—and whence eC Cann 
Krom Stonington—aund Peter is lis ou 


That coat, which erst upon the field he wore 

Was once a coat—but ahi! a coat no mor 

For coat and « ip have jomed the days ol yore, 

So wht 1 some tt mp t rag ry thie SKY, 

Shakes the Gymmasiuin mast, erected high, 

That mast so sacred to Alcides’ cause, 

Which oft has made the co ntry people pause 

Or wonder, as they pass at slower speed, 

What can a college of a gallows need ! 

As when the aforesaid storm its tackling rend 
‘ 


) 
R pre ladders this, and wooden that way, sends 


Sull stands the mast majestical in might, 


So Peter stood, though coatless in the fight. 

At length advancing to the neutral pace, 

Hi proudly W ived til hand, ind wiped hi lace 
Then with a voice as many waters loud, 

He broke the silenes , and be pake the crowd 
So oft when stilly, starry eve invites, 
"To wander forth and taste her fresh de het 
I’ve heard the bugle o’er the common sound, 
Though all unknown by whom or wherefore wound 
“S List to my words * from Stonington | came, 

In football matchless, and of pee rless fame : 

Think ve, faint-hearted, scientific fools, 

That such as Peter waste awav in schools ? 

No, glorious battle called him from afar, 


| rom Stonimegton, to hear the din of wat 


Phi n if there be a soph, who boot to boot 


Dare meet the vengeance ola P le r’s {oot.— 


Let him advance, lis shin shall feel the woe 

That lives, though sle eping, Ina Peter’s toe.” 

He said, and ceuse d.— J tham ste ppe d forth to view 
A Soph of stature, and of glory too. 

. Vain-boa ting Peter, dost thou think thy hand 

Can Mars and Jotham in the strife with t ind ° 


Minerva aids thee ? vaunter, learn to fear, 
Mars in the van, and Jotham in the rear !” 
He id, and furious rushed upon the toe, 


\ when two cows to deadly combat ro: 


Fate iterfered, ind ul ped Live Wnpenan rF DIOW 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


M. A. @. and S. G. can receive their MSS. by calling at Hilliard 





